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“O precious is the flow that makes me white as snow

No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
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"It is written: Man does not live a bread alone, but on every word
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But the Scripture Must Be Fulfilled 2]
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“Am [ leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs to cap-
ture me? Every day I was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me.
But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”

This is the scene of Jesus being arrested due to betrayal by his close friend and disciple, illus-
trated at the end of the gospel of Mark. It’s almost the point where the tension is reaching its
peak.

Read along the verse again and picture yourself in the scene. Can you imagine how saddening
it must have been for Jesus... People whom he saw- teaching, laughing, and perhaps even
crying together at some point on a daily basis are now betraying Him, their teacher. Yes, it is
also possible that they may not have been true or genuine with Jesus. Regardless, encountering
betrayal is something that no one anticipates. It can leave scars, and in some cases even cause
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). A couple years back, I went through similar traumatic
loss of a dear friendship, which I never anticipated. We had been closest friends for multiple
years to a degree that I could share with her the things that I’d not with anyone else. One day,
she completely turned her back and acted as if we were never that close before... After a year
and half she somewhat confessed that she was going through a difficult time and that was her
coping mechanism, regardless, it still remains to be a such a hurtful experience... Imagine, if
something like this happened to you... Or it is also possible that you might have had similar
experience to mine... It must have been hard to understand why it was happening. Perhaps, you
were angry towards God. Perhaps, you felt like you were lost. Perhaps, it made you think that
you’ve done something wrong...

However, notice how Jesus responds to the circumstance; he says, “Every day I was with you,
teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”
(Mark 14:49) He points back to the Scripture, the Bible. He knew the Bible. He knew the truth.
He knew God. Not just “knew,” but truly “understood” the will of God the Father and obeyed
it. He knew how to apply it to his circumstance.

You see, we cannot live a life of being Jesus’ disciples without understanding the Bible. To be
like Jesus is to know the Bible, to be able to apply to our day to day lives, and to obey God’s
will. But that does not happen in a day, it requires consistent and unhurried time with the Lord
- meditating on the Scripture and praying to the Lord. One of gospel books, Luke, notes “But
Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray” (Luke 5:16). Jesus, the perfect
man and God at the same time, illustrates a good example of how we need to learn to stray away
from the business and crowds to spend time with God, intentionally. Jesus didn’t just spend
time with God because He had some extra time, rather, He carved out time to communicate
with God and stay close to the Truth. Only then, will we be able to say, “But the Scriptures
must be fulfilled” (let God’s will be done) despite whatever the circumstances may be.
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It's Lord’s Day A B2

Sert o 29] 29 EM woy 28 Slo] Lalziet (2822 1:16)

What I am reflecting here is not a revelation but a reminder of what I and many Christians

know. I hope and pray that my little reflection helps reader’s Christian journey.

During 1970’s I attended an American church in Natick. Usually our church had a small num-
ber of people on Sundays, but for two Sundays, the church was full of people. We called many
of the people coming only these Sundays, “C & E Christians” It means Christmas & Easter
Christians. Actually, we collected significant portion of yearly offerings in these two Sundays.
I could see significant decline of American church attendance during that time. Today I don’t

think we even have C & E Christians anymore.

I don’t know when, but at some point of my Christian journey many years ago, Christmas
or Easter became less important to me because I feel that every Sunday we come to worship
together, we celebrate His coming, death & resurrection. So why are these two Sundays dif-
ferent from other 50 Sundays a year? I guess this takes away special feelings for these special

Sundays, but that’s how I feel.

Since Holy Spirit touched me almost 47 years ago, I have had up and down life of faith as most
believers in Christ. During some periods in my life, I had a lot of fire and thirst for Christ, but

I also had during many periods in my life, I was lukewarm and dry in my faith.

However, amazingly in one area, I have been very consistent in my Christian journey, attending
Sunday worship service. Sunday worship is so special and important to me. They help me to
sustain next 6 days. God is everywhere and we can worship anywhere and anytime but I guess

worshipping with believers in Christ and share our faith journey together is irreplaceable.

Prayer: : I thank God that He has shown me so much grace in my life, and
I also thank God for the people of KCB making this place a special

community of faith. Amen.
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1 am crucified with Christ: neverthe-
less | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth
inme”

Galatians 220
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