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Jealousy 25 YN

“For you shall worship no other God, for the Lord, whose name is
Jealous, is a jealous God” (Exodus 34:14)

Love. Forgiveness. Compassion. These are the words that | often associate with God. But
how about jealousy? When we hear this word, it conveys negative emotions in the opposite
spectrum of the words that we normally associate with God.

Early in our childhood, we are taught to stray away from jealousy. Suppress it. Don't yet it
controls you. Converts it to something more positive like drive and motivation. Yet, in Exodus
20:5, “You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for | the Lord your God am a jealous
God,..” and in Exodus 34:14, “for you shall worship no other God, for the Lord, whose name
is Jealous, is a jealous God”. How could God who we worship, praise, and glorify be a jeal-
ous God? We try to emulate God and his values. Is jealousy something we should outwardly
display and praise like love?

Recently | have been struggling with this and as we approach Lent, | am provided a per-
spective. During Lent, many Christians commit to fasting. It may be one of their 3 meals
like lunch, Netflix, coffee, etc. Typically, it is something that we find difficult to live without.
Starting at Lent and for the next 40 days, Christians around the world, give up something they
cherish in order to replicate the suffering of Jesus’ 40 days wilderness in the desert where he
encounters many temptations by Satan to stray from his Godly path. Ultimately Jesus prevails
and begins his ministry in Galilee that changes mankind and history forever. We attempt to
replicate this part of Jesus journey in order to proclaim annually that things of this world do
not control us. We do not live for things of this world. We do not idolize food, we do not idolize
celebrities, we do not idolize work, and we do not idolize money. While they provide values to
our lives, we do not live for them. We live for God, we live for Jesus. And why do we ultimately
sacrifice our time to commit to this practice? Because we know what God stands for. He is
the truth and the alpha-omega. There is no other worthy of our time, worship, and praise. If
God is the ultimate truth, there is no need to revere others. God is a jealous God who wants
us to know that he is enough.

In my two decades of accepting Christ into my life, Jealousy is not a word that | have associ-
ated with God. It contradicts principles and beliefs that | have been raised on and live by, but
if you have been a Christian for a while, it's time to embrace it.

Dear God, please comfort those who are struggling mightily. Please guide us in
your image and help us see and feel you in everything that we do, Amen.
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Our Job(2) ool e ‘AF2H0| RIZeH HQ0] WAt

“l know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours “Q2} 2|7t HSHZE SOI7IX HS PN 2|8 WoNoL E2
can be thwarted.” (Job 42:2 ESV) W ofA 0|Q Q2|8 X[ oLt MOjo] F4 Zilo[2t (S AM0t6:1)

| know, at this point, perhaps our lent book is full of the reflections on the coronavirus, but L=TILE GHHE O AtEto| &1
| wanted to zoom out from it a little bit and talk about how our everyday lives connect with LU BHHZ O Affof| 271
the oncoming of the virus, and more importantly, how we can learn from Job to react to these 710| BIE AFEfAFE Af2fO|OF
situations.
Job was not lacking. His cup was already overflowing at the beginning of the book, and he AP of2t= Trofof 80'EH FRY7H EEARAl= 2 B LIk Ré’kraﬂr%?rﬂifgtf AT S
was a righteous man. He cared for his children and had plenty of livestock. IFFAE UESStL 02X| P MEO|Ch, Hoft R v E2toret Fatvt XA E 7|
Suddenly, without rhyme or reason, he lost everything. In a manner that is only a step away S| 0 QX B2 G AXfo|ct, TCHA| ‘Atgfo| RZeHl
from a ridiculous, tragic comedy, servants_ come one by one and pare news of terrible events HOPM A2 AJ74TH D2 HHolSQict TAo ‘S HC Bt AIRY |2 HE| 2Tt AXF|
that have unfolded. One moment he had it all — the next, everything was lost. 2SO0 9 L2} 0F2 S AFRAFSCE A| 17 3L BRI R AFEf | ®|20} ASfo| 22 o
== —= o= [= e I T~ o= M T [e} L—o—1T= =2
) ) ) . ) ENEyy T &2l == AlEF x AbEE X AlBF HECHS} ALEF

Last year, a unique experience caused the entire world to suffer a similar Job-like fate for = Afg; Al 31t 3ol "'"LOA;O;“ 7IEr e AT wD_Hot'“— AP ARG AR (O] Al
many. People lost loved ones, jobs, businesses, health. It all happened so suddenly, and we oM Z20| HACH oA E FR0 AR AESHE AFRLE2|Y & D2 AFRLERUNQ A
continue to suffer from this pandemic. Our lives are anything but normal, and it's getting tiring DA AR EZE0 YT AR 0] Y & REE AR EC|of 1310} X[{5tL 7|wSH= At
to pretend that it is. gto2 ZALIC}

" L= AZA 23 30|, o|RI7Y VHE 10 BEAE 0| =AY 1 25 A2 O|F| ZZ 10
But this is merely more impactful because everyone is experiencing it simultaneously. Even = L = = = -

o ot iat : : : A2 g7 ofNot HaFEo| E[QICt, XL HEH SOt BAFEO|A &0k QIS DIEYPL AMRYSHD
before this situation, unexpected change for the worse came without warning. People still Z; = ;’ O(L"o _'_O;_‘_, |c: LT* F 2l ;:' :uuo| | ::“_'-I EOOI i D:_;;Jj ;‘foh_
died. People still lost their jobs. They still lost relationships, wealth, health. Most of the time, E oI FOIXIZIE Shal XTI FER, TEQIVH FhrollAf Gl MR HEE AT ol2t
without warning. = O| o] O|=FollM = HF RIAATCE.. 62| Bt ShR0l| RHO|LE ARSsfl ofo|2E F

2te U2 otk ZECH YO A4S R 2 AolA YLt & Afol 21 7t 522
So, is what happened to Job extraordinary? | don’t think so. FHEHIO| A T AFRSBICHS 2ho| BNEX|7} QiCh Ald 2o 2of t=2 HIOH 355 HQ L}
But how did Job react? He “tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and = DGIAIDE O RO 55T (= ) 5 ‘ C
X = = HEo= L2 ‘HARY o2t Ko R FCh C {2 Yol T S
worshipped” (Job 1:20 ESV). He blessed the name of the Lord because he knew the score: no s 2 o| R Ef_' S R MJ VRl e =
: - - - Doy’ (ZZ ofo|SL TaAshA CHETO R HYE(UC), o|RE Of2AS 9| AfRfo|of Hi{ct) 2
matter how bad things get, it was God who gave us life, and God who gave us the things we o N
. . . = L 1| O L
have. All the things we are blessed by was never ours to begin with — God granted us these ARRIAIE L= gopolM AlgE &1 2o 20202 E10 ot
things to us, so there’s no reason why it's wrong for Him to take it all away. SletS S AtRfof A X|LHE F, 25 ‘Li= SfLtE Dt AFRSE 0 2ot ‘S O ARfst
= A0 RALUI?Y" AHlof7| SO 2 Lf. AR X7t giCt ofF Lt 22l e ShutdS it 1 ofHy
Bad things happen all the time. But | think the story of Job tells us a couple important things: off RAGIT AL QT ATE THEL 1T QL LE= DI RIAISE AR £ U7 Q7| BT
first, don’t be like Job's friends. Don't mistake explanation as consolation — especially if that - - _ ~
P R g SILILIAA Q2|2 AFSHAl I O AFEFS OF=01? &£ 92|72} SiLHES AFEFSH I O AFEMS ob=J?
explanation of the situation is unfounded. Second, remember God. It's easy to pray in hard OUD ﬁ' 1 TO|E r°°k_E;H c= _f 172 _| Fafires Arde o rO_E L ]
- it : : : ARTHE AIE AT YT ARSE AIYSICE AZHo| B2{E x| 94T E of 4% Jh2d|E
times, but it's hard to remember God’s everlasting love and plan. Third, trust God, because ) ’
He always has a plan for us. QFXX| Se FARY Z SHtEE Sk AT Le| 7H5oll DIEX| b= Arel MEol T2
sirt 22K T r|Ze Feo] Aol siriol F5 wix|D At sitdate] YAy zuAs
Even beyond this COVID-19 situation, our Job moments are everywhere. And people experi- Tho =2{z|= 0oz
ence these moments arounds us, as well. During these times, our job as fellow siblings in God BB 22 Che X0 ofFlofE & 7 o|c}.

is to embrace each other and continue to uplift God’s name, no matter how hard. We must
thank Him for what comes next, after all.

Heavenly God, in these troubling times, may we never question your goodness, ZI9F AttO 2 BE] XB|E £2F517] 2|oH £IXI7I0lIA ZEO 41 o4

and your control over everything in this world, Amen Ct 24fo1H O ArgtE Flote X337t £I7| ohS £ A1, Ol
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See the Glory of God AED HEA}

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But
even now, | know that whatever you ask from God,
God will give you.” (John 11:21)

3/18 (5)

The journey of life throws at us all sorts of things. Some of these life events are more pleasant
than others, and some less desirable. People attempt to avoid suffering and death at all costs,
but predicament seems to be an inseparable part of human experience. The bible tells differ-
ent ways people respond to these undesirable situations. John 11:21, in particular, captures
Martha’s response to Jesus when she faces the death of her beloved brother. The verse sug-
gests that Martha certainly wants something; she wants no death for her brother. However, at

the same time, her faith wants to say that anything is possible with Jesus.

These opposites pull us in different directions. We want to avoid suffering and pain. At the
same time, we are gravitated towards hope. We want to dwell in the darkness to see the light.
Martha is in darkness when she says, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been
dead four days.” Nevertheless, she saw a glimmer of hope when she sees Jesus.

To this Martha, Jesus says, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of
God?” Jesus' words clearly state that our faith leads us to see the glory of God. The glimmer
of hope can lead us to light in the darkness. Something that pulls us and encourages us to

dwell in the darkness reveals God’s glory.

Every year, the season of Lent invites me to this space of dwelling and reflection. In past
years, | have tried to avoid the heaviness and gloomy feelings associated with Lent. | wanted
to be satisfied and only that. | wanted to lack nothing. However, when | tried to construct my
life this way, | didn’t need the cross. There was no genuine spirit of the celebration of Easter
because there was nothing to celebrate. | built the wall around me. It was the wall meant to
protect me, but it also stopped God's grace from reaching my heart. Unlike Martha, | did not

expect to see Jesus at the tomb.

Seeing the glory of God begins from dwelling in space—space of silence, loss, and dark-
ness—, progresses with Jesus' dramatic entrance to the scene of Lazarus’ death and ends
with Jesus’ triumph over death. As we hold on to our glimmer of hope in this season, may our

faith sustain and guide our vision for the light that is coming.

Heavenly God, in these troubling times, may we never question your goodness,
and your control over everything in this world, Amen
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Because He lives, | can face tomorrow
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To Hope B0

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for he who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23)

To Hope

Through the times when to hope feels like folly
To Smile

To the world with His hope every day

To Live

Every day with the strength that He gives us
To Warm

Every life that we meet on the way

To See

Every wonder he’s planted around us

To Hear

His voice even when we cannot see

To Sing

Through our troubles in praise and in gladness
To Share

Out those songs to the places we reach.

To Seek

Out His will and his calling each moment
To Find

In His purpose the treasure we seek

To Love

As He loved and to offer our moments

To Serve

As He served us, with love, on our knees.

To Pray

For the people who suffer around us
To Ask

For the faith to hold on as we pray

To Know

Who He is and to trust in His promise
To Hope

For His coming, that glorious day.

Dear Lord, help us to live these days with hope in our hearts and a smile on our faces,
Amen,
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