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Rev John Sweet
Senior Pastor, the First Presbyterian Church of Brookline
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English/ Bilingual Ministry

Elder Sang Kang

Shalom! It will be one year anniversary of EM/BM
worship service in October. Time flies with God’s
grace and blessings. We have a small group of 13-15
steady members; however, it is surely an important
part of KCB worship.

As our church has been heavily emphasizing inter-
generation worship and fellowship, the EM/BM ser-
vice is one of perfect examples of this. Paul and Ariel
are attending the service with their son, Nathaniel
(1 year old). Paul is a son of Elders Joonho & Han-
na Cho. When we have EM/BM service on any given
Sundays, the three generations of Cho family wor-
ship at noon.

Starting in October, we are trying a new format of EM/BM service on Sundays in order to have more
engagement and sharing their faith and fellowship among the members. We will have Bible discussion/
fellowship time on the first & third Sundays of the month while we continue to have EM worship service
on the second & fourth Sundays. On the fifth Sundays of the month (four times of year), we are planning
to have a joint worship service with Ransom youth group. It would be a great option for high school se-
niors to join our EM service after they graduate from the youth group.

We would like to thank Pastor David Eunil
Cho for providing preaching for most of Sun-
days. We also appreciate pastor John Sweet
from First Presbyterian Church in Brookline
who gives sermon when Pastor David cannot
preach.

More than anything, our EM/BM service group
needs prayers and encouragement from our
congregation. God bless you everyone-
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“As your father and a pastor, | am sorry that all | can do for you
is nothing but praying.” My father told me this when | was lying
in the military hospital for more than 6 months due to a disease
called spondylitis. Having part-time jobs to break the link of
poverty in my family while serving mandatory military service
significantly affected my health. Prolonged helplessness and
physical pain led me to ask a question: “Why would God allow
such suffering?”

Growing up at a small and rural church in South Korea, | en-
countered the sorrows and pain of my family who served church
members less than the number of Jesus’ disciples. Looking back
at the dire situations we faced, | could only keep my head down
to withstand the pain and shame | felt at that time, such as evac-
uation to other churches when a destructive typhoon destroyed my family home, which was attached to
the church my father planted, long hospitalizations due to being forced to overwork, my younger broth-
er’s sudden diagnosis with a rare disease, etc. All these incidents have taken a serious emotional toll on
me, and | could not help but seriously doubt God’s ability and character, or even existence itself. Simply
to survive from existential dread, | started studying theology to find the answers to the questions of suf-
fering. By pursuing theology, | hoped to recover spirituality and overcome the hardships by reconciling
the discrepancy between the faith and the hope I held and the reality | faced everyday.

Before the decision to study theology, | did not fully understand what the gospel means and why it is
so important in our lives. All | knew was merely limited to a few doctrines that | had learned in church;
however, as | delved deeper and questioned the teachings of the Bible, | came to appreciate the pro-
found hope offered by the resurrection of Jesus—a hope that had unknowingly become the cornerstone
of my life. This was not a sudden revelation but a gradual transformation. Over time, | realized that true
joy and meaning in life could not be separated from this Christo-centric hope—the resurrection of Jesus
that overcame all wickedness and evil. Also, | recognized many Biblical figures had questioned why God
allows suffering, as | asked. However, unlike me, they did not remain trapped in this ‘why’—instead, they
stepped forward, appealing to God to overcome suffering and evil; finally, they proved their faith by be-
lieving in God’s righteousness. This realization was an eye-opening event for me, and it prompted me to
joinin their journey, the trail of Jesus’s followers.
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Also, in my experiences of hardships, | encountered those who give themselves to suffering neighbors
in solidarity despite being vulnerable themselves within the gospel. | gradually learned that those who
know sadness can relate to others’ pains and more effectively and sincerely encourage others to accept
and overcome traumas. Therefore, with the realization above and meeting with the serious Jesus-fol-
lowers, my theological inquiries slowly shifted from asking why the world is still full of suffering to how
we might reveal God’s will and empathy communally in the groaning world. Transitioning my focus from
dealing with individual concerns of faith to reinforcing spirituality communally motivated me to
passionately pursue the path of becoming a pastor and theologian; | became eager to participate in the
work of revealing and conveying God’s characters and messages to the people who do not know the
gospel and building a community where people can share their faith. Such spiritual guidance led me to
ultimately devote my life to delivering God’s message and love to those in need.

Such a life journey drew my attention to Theology and philosophy as my second and third major at Yon-
sei University. Abandoning my initial dream of becoming an exercise physiologist was difficult but ulti-
mately rewarding, as | found greater joy in studying God, the church, and humanity. Currently, | am part
of the Master of Divinity program at Harvard Divinity School and serve at the Korean Church of Boston,
a proud, intergenerational(three generations!) congregation of Koreans and Korean-Americans. Here, |
am learning what it means to be a Christian in various cultural and ethnic contexts and how the church
can shape people’s identities, not only as Christians but also as Koreans. Upon completion of my M.Div
program, | plan to be ordained in PCUSA, then pursue a Th.M or Ph.D. to specialize in Constructive or
Systematic Theology—studying Christian doctrines in a modern context.
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The Korean Church of Boston (PCUSA)
32 Harvard St.
Brookline, MA 02445
T:617-739-2663
F: 617-739-1366

www.kcboston.org
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