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My faith in God

Joeun Kang (7th grade)

“And he said, ‘What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from
within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft,
murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride,
foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.”
(Mark 7:20-23)

From the sessions of Discipleship Training, | have learned many things
about Jesus and Christianity. | learned that having a firm foundation in my
belief in God is important and the importance of repenting of my sins. | also
learned that Christianity is the belief in Christ and that only Christ can give us
eternal joy, life, trust, and salvation. Also, Jesus died to save us from our sins
because people have a sinful nature, but | can build up good habits to turn back
to God. A takeaway point from Discipleship Training that | took in mind was,
without Christ humans can’t grow to a healthy tree, but with Him we can bloom
into one. Another point that | learned is that Christ saved each and every one of
us because in his eyes we are perfect the way we are, and | shouldn’t create a
fake image of myself just to satisfy other people’s expectations.

After doing the Discipleship Training, | have strengthened my trust in
God by reading and learning the lessons the bible displays for us. Jesus proved
many miracles to people who followed Him, and saved them too. Jesus would
also never leave me behind and will always be there for me because He is my
shepherd. He will also guide me through tough times just like He did in the
Bible, and will also forgive me when | do bad actions. | will strive to focus on
God’s own agenda for me, instead of my own image of God, because He always
has a plan. Also, even if | am not 100% pure, | will still repent to God about
my sins, so | can receive forgiveness. Even when | am in tough times, I will still
believe in God and hope to strengthen my faith in Him. And as | move forward,
I will keep in mind that Jesus is my savior, and that He will always love me and
be there for me.

Prayer: Dear God, Please help me remember how much you love me, and please
help me strengthen my faith as | grow up. Amen.
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What Are You Leaving Behind?
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

YJesus, did You really have to die on the cross like that? Was there no
other way? Was that truly the best option? Indeed, why did the Son of God
have to die in such an extreme and brutal manner?’ As | reflect on this question,
I am reminded of the story of Moses and the parting of the Red Sea.

As Christians, we often understand this event as God’s miraculous
salvation of the Israelites through Moses. However, from Pharaoh’s perspective—
specifically from the viewpoint of his army that was pursuing them—the
Israelites were swallowed up by the sea and perished. At this moment, the
identity of the Israelites was transformed—no longer the people of Egypt, but
the people of God. They experienced not just a transition but a transformation
in who they are. As they crossed the Red Sea, their former identity as Egyptian
slaves was left behind, and as they emerged on the other side, they became
worshippers journeying toward the Promised Land, embracing a new identity
as God’s people.

God loved us so deeply and desired to forgive our sins that He sent
His one and only Son into the world. Jesus lived among us in the flesh, and
though He was pure and sinless, He bore the weight of our sins and died on
the cross. The key point to focus on here is this: the problem of human sin is so
deeply rooted that it requires complete surrender in order to be resolved. Sin is
persistent, unrelenting, and deeply ingrained. No wonder the Bible describes it
as a roaring lion seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8-9).

In Jesus, we are called to put off our old selves and receive new life. But
is the Christian life merely about professing faith a few times and performing a
few good deeds? Is that really all there is to it? When we experience baptism,
we participate in the death and resurrection of Jesus. As we go under the
water, we leave behind our past selves, and as we rise, we begin a new life
by grace of God. In the same way, whenever we start something new, there is
always something we must leave behind.

Now, in this season of Lent, we meditate on Jesus’ journey to the
cross. To bring about the newness of the resurrection, to atone for the sins of
humanity, and to offer us the gift of a new beginning, Jesus left behind His own
life. As we reflect on His sacrifice, what is it that we need to leave behind today
in order to live a renewed and transformed life in the Holy Spirit? What will you
choose to let go of?

Prayer: Give me the wisdom to discern what | must leave behind to live a
renewed life and a life following the life of Jesus, and bless me with the courage
and faith to act upon it. Amen.
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Samuel Jang

“Commit to LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.”
(Proverbs 16:3)

| am a planner and a doer by nature. Throughout my life, | have set
both short- and long-term goals, then devised a plan to achieve them. If | could
not come up with a plan, | pondered what | needed to do in order to conjure up
a plan. My colleagues told me that they could easily guess my MBTI type as ISTJ
as soon as they met me.

A significant portion of my life has been consumed by my medical
training. From my undergraduate years through the completion of my radiology
fellowship, | spent 15 years immersed in learning and mastering my field. For
many years, | struggled with control, trying to manage every aspect of my life.
| thought that if | just worked hard enough, planned meticulously, and stuck to
my own strategies, everything would fall into place. But over time, | realized that
true success is not defined by my own efforts alone. It comes from aligning my
plans with God’s will.

When | started actively committing my work, relationships, and
ambitions to God, | started noticing something remarkable: things began
to unfold in ways | couldn’t have orchestrated myself. There were moments
when | faced challenges, and | felt unsure of the outcome, but because | had
committed those moments to God, | found peace knowing that He was guiding
me. Even when things did not go as planned, | saw how God’s greater purpose
was at work. Through seeking His guidance and trusting in His timing, my plans
flourished in ways | never imagined. | came to understand that success is about
following God’s direction every step of the way, knowing that He is faithful to
make our paths straight.

One verse that particularly speaks to this journey is Proverbs 16:3,
which teaches me that surrendering my life to the Lord is not a one-time
decision but a daily practice. When we commit our hearts and actions to Him,
He leads us with wisdom and grace, ensuring that our plans align with His
perfect will. In doing so, we experience the fullness of His best for our lives.
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Reflection on Discipleship Trainings
Jame Hong (7th grade)

“Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.” (John 14:6)

During the weeks of Discipleship Trainings, | thought that | was not
going to learn that much about God and Jesus and what they did and why they
did it. But as we went on with it | learned many things about God and how much
he loves us.

At the beginning, | thought that Bible reading was boring and | figured
I'd probably forget to read it every day. But over the past few weeks, | have
actually found it enjoyable. The Bible has become a big part of my life and |
know | will carry the lessons | have learned with me.

During this time, | have learned many things that will probably help me
in life if I actually believe it. Speaking of believing, | did learn that | must believe
that Jesus is Not just the whole world’s savior but MY savior. | have also learned
that he is 100% human and 100% God. In order to be saved, we must be saved
by Jesus and believe that God has to come to us before being saved. | also
learned that God doesn’t need our work to save us because no matter what
we do, it will never be able to be compared to God, but it doesn’t mean that we
don’t have to do anything; instead, we could use our energy to help our friends
and neighbors. We still get to go to heaven because of grace. Grace is when we
are given something by God even though we don’t deserve it.

There is also Justification which is when God declares us holy and
righteous because of Christ’s blood. Repentance is when you turn back to
God after making a sin. Another important concept | have grasped is that you
need to be born again which is resurrection. Without resurrection, Christianity
would fall and collapse. Sin is a barrier that separates us from God, which is
the whole point of why Jesus came; he came to rescue us from sin so we could
go to heaven. Imagine you are a tree, and you bear fruit. The fruit you bear is
either good or bad—good because of Christ, and bad because of sin. We must
remember to think about what we’re going to do and if it would be a sin or not.
The thing that stuck to me the most is that bad things happen and that doesn’t
mean that there is no God. Because Bad things happen to all of us and we still
go to church and we still believe in God. It's a reminder that our faith doesn’t
depend on the good or bad circumstances around us.

And lastly, | think it is important to mention that Pastor Euntaek owes us chicken!

Prayer: Thank you so much for letting us have this time to read the Bible and
pray together. Please let us remember that you are everything and the highest.
In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen
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Love your neighbor as yourself

Elder Sang Kang

“You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people,
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:18)

As | read or watch today’s news, | can’t help but ask, “Where is love and
Justice in this world?” 1 don’t need to name the many man-made tragedies and
injustices happening around the world—they are too numerous to count. And
while it’s easy to place blame in different directions, | also have to turn inward
and ask myself: Am / doing something about these struggles, or do | merely
see them as distant troubles? Am | praying for them with urgency? Am | giving
to causes that bring relief? Am | sharing these needs with others, encouraging

support?
| must confess—I am failing miserably in answering these questions.

Lent is so meaningful to me because it reminds me of Jesus’ sacrifice—
His death on the cross for me, an undeserving sinner. But it also reminds me of
His resurrection, the victory that assures me | worship a living God. However, this
season of Lent also brings a painful realization: my failure to act meaningfully

in response to the suffering around me does not sit well with me.

As a follower of Christ, | am called to do better—not because my actions
earn His love, but because | have already been loved beyond measure. His

grace compels me to respond.
This Lent, | am listening. | want to hear what Jesus is saying to me. And

| pray that my heart will be stirred to not only reflect but to act.

Prayer: Lord, Help me | can be listening ear and helping hand in this church
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In Solitude

Phantom Author

“For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation.”
(Psalm 62:1)

Teach me, in waiting Teach me, in stillness

To soften my noise The hue of your love
And gather my focus The dance of your fire

On You The colors of heaven
Engrave deep within me That | may not shadow
The habit of listening
A practice of waiting
With You For You

But forward your light-

A torchbearer only

Teach me, in silence In precious seclusion

The tone of Your voice | wish not to ask for
The beat of Your heart

The tune of Your thoughts From You

An answer or blessing

And temper my timbre But to simply approach

To join in Your song In solitude waiting
In harmony, fully Expectantly, Father,

With You For You.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, teach us to wait and grant us precious moments

of solitude with You. Amen.
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My gratitude as a Christian

Yooju Han (6th grade)
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1)

Life is full of challenges, joys, and uncertainties, but my faith in God
remains the foundation of my strength, purpose, and gratitude. Being Christian
isn’'t just a title or label to me—it’s a way of life. It's the way that shapes me
into a better, more purposeful, and more grateful person. And it’s all because
of God.

One of the most remarkable ways God affects my life is through His
constant love and grace. No matter what mistakes | make, | know that He
forgives me and continues to mold me into a better person. His unconditional
love gives me peace, knowing that | am never alone. In moments of hardship,
struggle, and fear, | turn to Him, and He provides the faith and strength | need
to keep going.

My faith also influences the way | treat others. Jesus taught us to love
our neighbors, enemies, friends and family- to show kindness, to forgive, and
to extend grace. Because of my faith, | want to become more compassionate,
understanding, and patient with the people around me. My faith reminds me
that every person is valuable and worthy of love from God, just as He loves each
of us unconditionally.

In the end, God’s presence in my life is beyond measure. He gives
me strength, love, and guidance, helping me grow each day. | am thankful for
the privilege of living as a Chrisitan, knowing that my faith brings me peace,
purpose, and an everlasting hope.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your endless love, guidance, and
the many blessings You have given me. Please help me trust Your plan, walk in
faith, and show kindness to others. Strengthen me in difficult times and remind
us that we are never alone. May our lives glorify You in all that we do. Amen.
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Sacrifice. Surrender. Hope in God.
Rury Lee

“And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death— even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:8)

A few years ago, while | was still single and living in Seoul, | found an old diary
that belonged to my mother. The cover read OF2| 27| (Baby Diary), with the first entry
dated 1992—the year she discovered she was pregnant with me. Realizing this was a
journal she had kept throughout her pregnancy, | closed it and decided that I'd reopen it
again when | was expecting a child of my own.

Fast forward to 2025: | am currently 9 months pregnant with my first child, just
as my mom was 33 years ago. As | read through her journal entries one by one, | am
most touched by two things. First, how hard she tried to maintain a positive mindset and
to “only think beautiful thoughts” despite her unfounded fears of being an inadequate
mother and the looming pain of labor. And second, her deep longing for me to know God,
the One who had been faithful to her throughout her life.

As my due date approaches, | find myself mirroring so many of the same
emotions and desires my mom had in her final days of pregnancy. | stand in awe of
the countless women before me—including my own mother—who have endured this
beautiful yet harrowing experience of childbirth. At the same time, | am filled with dread
at the inevitable ordeal ahead. | even ask my husband Euntaek (only half-jokingly) if
there is any possible way he could give birth to this child instead of me. | cannot wait to
meet my baby and show him everything | love about this world. More than anything, |
want to pass down the greatest gift my parents gave me: a relationship with Jesus. But
at the same time, | really wish | could somehow skip the labor-the hours of pain, the
possibility of surgery, and the permanent mark it may leave on my belly.

I wonder if Jesus felt a similar mixture of fear and anticipation as he was praying
and crying out in Gethsemane, “My Father, if it is possible, take this cup of suffering
from me! Yet not what | want, but what you want.” | know. | am a little embarrassed by
how dramatic | sound—perhaps even ridiculous—to draw this parallel between childbirth
and the crucifixion that redeemed humanity. But for someone who has never been
hospitalized or undergone surgery, | feel as though |, too, am in my own Gethsemane,
about to make the biggest sacrifice of my life for this baby.

Sacrifice. Surrender. And hope in God. As | reflect on this season of Lent and
anxiously await the day | will give birth, | am reminded to follow Christ's example, His
ultimate sacrifice and unwavering trust in the Father’s plan. In my own small way, | am
learning to walk in His footsteps, surrendering my fears and trusting that God will be with
me and with my child for all the days of our lives.

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, help us to embrace our own Gethsemanes with courage, knowing
that through surrender comes the fullness of life in You. In Your precious name, Amen.
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The God who loves creations
Dr. James McCarty

“Jesus spoke to them, saying, “| am the light of the world. Whoever follows me

will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

We were created for love and yet we so often live against this
fundamental reality. But God’s grace breaks into this world in those moments
where love is real, it is tangible, it is prodigal. God’s grace breaks into this world
when we finally feel seen. Or when we are cared for. Or when we are able to go
beyond ourselves to care for another. God’s grace breaks in when the sick are
tended, when the hungry are filled, when the prisoner is released, when the
heart is moved by beauty. God’s grace breaks into our worlds and lives when
we open ourselves to love, large or small. Extraordinary or ordinary. And it is in
those moments that we are what we were created to be—givers and receivers
of love. And being what we were created to be is a grace that often feels like a

miracle.

God so loved the world. The God who is love so loved the world that
that same God came into it to save us from the deaths we were living to have
everlasting life today and tomorrow. God so loved the world that even when we
would choose hatred or indifference, of ourselves or others. God intervenes to
make sure we can be what God created us to be. That is, in one word, love. And

what a grace that is.
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My First Journey of Discipleship Training

Daniel Eujune Choi (8th grade)

“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16).

Before joining discipleship training, this verse summed up my whole
knowledge of Christianity. Although | went to church for many years, | never
really explored the Bible or sought to understand my faith deeply, even though
| had many questions. However, the discipleship training helped me discover
that faith and Christianity are far more complex than | had ever imagined. |
learned several important lessons that changed my understanding completely.

First, | learned that Christianity is about having a relationship with
God through Jesus Christ, built on faith, grace, and the Bible’s teachings. |
understood that Christ wasn’t just a historical figure, but God’s Son who died
and rose again for our sins. His life and sacrifice reveal God’s love and mercy.
Through this training, | saw that Christianity isn’t just rules to follow, but a way
to actually connect with both Christ and God.

Second, | found out that science and religion ask different questions—
science seeks how while religion seeks why. There isn't a “correct” answer
because Christians are trying to understand why God created things, while
scientists are trying to figure out how things were created. Christians and
scientists are both simply asking different questions that do not have the same
or agreed answer and there is no “right” or “wrong” theory.

Third, | came to understand that Christianity is built on Jesus’s
resurrection. Without this, there would be no Christianity at all. Without the
resurrection, we wouldn’t have hope, victory over death, or the promise of
eternal life. The resurrection proves Jesus is God’s Son and makes his teachings
and crucifixion true. It shows us that death isn’t the end for those who believe
in Jesus. It is the base of Christianity.

Fourth, | discovered that sin isn’t just about breaking rules—it’s about
falling short of God’s perfect standard. It's about missing the mark of what God
created us to be, living peacefully with Him, showing Him love, and following His
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will. Sinisn’t just individual actions of wrongdoing; it's what separates us from
God. This helped me see that God doesn’t just want our obedience, but to live
according to His goodness and become more like Christ.

Fifth, Christianity isn’t about karma where good actions lead to good
results and bad actions lead to punishment. Instead, it’s about grace. Unlike
karma, which depends on what we do, grace is freely given by God. We can’t
earn our way to heaven through good deeds. It’s through Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross and God’s mercy that we're saved. If we show our faith in God and
apologize to those we’ve hurt, that’s what matters for entering God’s kingdom.

Sixth, | learned that death was the first and biggest consequence
of sin. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, death entered the world—both
physical death and spiritual separation from God. Sin damages our relationship
with God, but through Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection, we can have eternal
life.

Lastly, | understood that all sins are equal in God’s eyes, regardless of
their nature. Whether big or small, public or private, all sin separates us from
God because it falls short of His expectations. While humans might see some
sins as worse than others, to God, any sin is a deviation from his standard of
purity and righteousness. Only through Jesus can that separation be fixed,
offering forgiveness to all who repent and believe in Him.

This discipleship training has greatly impacted and reshaped my
understanding of Christianity. | now see that faith is not about following rules,
but about grace and having a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. As |
continue this journey, | am committed to deepening my relationship with God,
living according to his will, and sharing the love | have received. | am forever
grateful for the lessons I've learned and the transformation I've experienced,
and | look forward to growing in his grace each day.

Prayer: Dear God, thank You for guiding us through this discipleship journey
through Pastor Euntaek and opening our hearts to Your love and grace. Help
us grow in faith, walk with You, and share Your light with others. May our lives
glorify You. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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The essence of the Body of Christ

Elder Sang Kang

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
(1 Corinthians 12:27)

Every time | step into my church, the Korean Church of Boston (KCB), |
feel at home—a different kind of home. This place has been familiar to me for
39 years, ever since | made it my home church. Over the years, | have witnessed
changes in the church building itself. When | first arrived, we were renting
space from First Presbyterian Church in Brookline, an American congregation. A
decade later, KCB became the owner of the building, and more than a decade
after that, we expanded with the ECC, adding a children’s chapel and more

classrooms.

| am grateful for these physical changes, but even more so, | appreciate
my church because of its people—my brothers and sisters in Christ. Some | have
known for many years, others only for a short time, and some | may not know at
all. Yet, every time | greet someone at church, | am thankful for their presence.
They are members of the body of Christ, the family to whom | belong. They are

the ones with whom | can share the love of Christ and ask for prayers.

Some might call this view too idealistic, but this is the body of Christ—

yesterday, today, and forever.

Prayer: Lord, | pray that my words and actions are consistent in serving you.
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48 132 SHFY (Palm Sunday)
Loving God and God'’s People

Rev. David Cho (X2 2 At

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that | give
you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get
up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on
the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

The passage above is known as the “Shema Prayer.” It is the oldest fixed daily
prayer in Jewish culture and tradition, recited morning and night since ancient times. The
Shema has been the prayer that Jewish families and communities learn, memorize, recite,
and share all over the world, throughout the Jewish diaspora. As a way to live out the
commandment, Jewish parents teach their children this prayer so that they would never
lose their Jewish identity and remember that they are God’s “chosen people.”

Throughout history, the message of the Shema— “to love God with your heart,
soul, and strength”—has protected and empowered Jewish individuals and communities
around the world, especially as they have survived various forms of persecution, including
the Holocaust in Europe and anti-Semitism in North America for centuries. Even in Exodus,
as the Israelites struggled for 40 years in the wilderness on their way to the Promised
Land, God continued to remind them: “l am the LORD your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage” (Exodus 20:2).

Remembering who God is by reciting, memorizing, and studying Scripture is
something all of God’s children are called to do daily. Especially during challenging times,
we need to hold on to this practice even more, as it is through God’s Word that we
overcome struggles in life. In times of crisis, grief, and uncertainty, God reminds us to
“love God” with all that we are so that we can hold on to His hope. Even Jesus, during
the forty days in the wilderness, overcame the temptations presented by Satan through
God’s Word. Jesus responded to Satan, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4).

The message of the Shema emphasizes that parents must teach their children
how to live by following and loving God’s Word, especially in times of great challenges.
This is the greatest gift and blessing that parents can pass down to their children:
educating, guiding, and helping them study, reflect on, and remember God’s Word so
that they can love God with their whole hearts and walk with God at all times.

As you continue this Lenten journey, remember and practice what the Shema
teaches us: seek God and love God together as a family during this time of uncertainty. Some
of us, for various reasons, are not able to seek God with our parents or children. That’s okay.
You have spiritual family members in your church. May we seek God and love God together
by diving deep into God’s Word during this season of Lent, and God will be pleased.

47 | Page



42 142 209
M| Y (the light of life)

SN 2
“1 Q10f 40| YO O] HHS AYEO Lol (R3H=G1:4)

B OIS40H DHIS| NFORA0UE FOOIN YT, 1% 0|12 g M0l
O OB SOPIIA BAS THOIA BYTE FS0| Yd) T @ S8 KEXS0)
SILIET} Ol NS J12U| M2 XIS 512D ZHS STHCL P 40| AR 19
U QAP SHSUIE WHIIE #ESL, O 22 YFD 0N 312 20t Xl
£200) S JISHTE 20| TN HOJ #ES0| 012 SX0| 2 HHO| SiLIY YOIk
QIOFS W) RUTH AIAPD| 1BO= O[B40 £ O|50] 0|22t WHE0) 5LpH0| £
2017

fLQF =2 O|0Pks 8O URE ACZ EOf 0|t HIYO| HO| 25H A2
£ 4= AT AERAAT O[O NTHO HHATA, OS2 EXt Olo 9t HYe &1, T
SO RIAITE..

oL At M2IE QX= &e S get 2 20 7249 B MXAE0| E0E
R&0| 2ok, HX[Of 01|—r‘5‘5 YO N=NSZRE HiZES FOoNT of Td=
YL utx| 2B} AN A

0]
=
SO 5L 2 ©

2150| 2% P21 D BT, 121 HEE ARl A g
21Q3O0F ot 2 2T IR M2 AR 22 289 ALITF? OFLITE FHMAL
00| £2/5HIT, AI¥S TI2I2 oI 200[Tt, iUt 4O W HIEL AIFOl 22
JPANZOIR, AP0 BYUS FHHOFE X 2

N
>
N
3

e a
2

1=0N FUFHS E5Hots FEUA AF0| 2oi4L, IHRUFF9 MK
AMOIM IFE §8HQ, P 28
I9] J1= A0 M THetl=. 2
I=2=9), @RI, 22|10 ARARY BHH e 52 1
oItk %WIIEILJ LAt ZHO| ZRUSE HI2| O|F0] O] 718 HX|TA HEA
O F2 Uet2 &HoP|E JIEett. 59|, Afelz320ll, X0 Sr=ulo|0: QUAE HAS
2, i 140 HESO § TR ‘FOHAE HA QofE sEOIE HAES oA

Ote}. Eoete &S SAE S2otet" = &2 MY, 2 D AfePt HAlE
Hel = SO0IRIIE jI%OH S0 AR L0 HHAOIL ARIE Mg 4= BS AOIT

t

o
i

£9
o

o 0 kI © fjo ok

L9 J1&: =, AR £0F FUKIN= 22 HRID ARl 4FO HO=2 MEH ot
FEAA. O,

H
0
o
ue
o
)
e

B
oz
(T
og
g
;4
¢t

Of i

10
o

A

“48|7} 0|20] 02|40 LF HHO 2 AZIGHATII} OfX= 8|2 DEX|ZILLY
(Zariory 3:3)

ro
=
e
re
1o
o
=
==
-
rot
&
>_\é£ e
otal
[mige)
4 £
ém gjo
o C
o
[
>
O
B
Hu
HH
fjo
w17
=1
<

i HI
o> o
oM

ie]
|J ng

oft 0lo
o> lo

o>4 ne
S

r T
to

rr

Y

i3

1o

Y

0z A2 A HiHotoA 2 XIS ot 129 3

20| B 408 ve ) 45l el

T
Og[‘l‘_l
O B
1T opy
& o
Q L
on hu
N
o =
o rQ

=
_CJ'll
0
rl‘i
2 g ro
2
el
Fox
!
N
HI
_|
M
K
o
=
Q
+0
_Q
L)
[00)
()]
>
10
\J
o
=]
ke)
[
o
go oh
=
O
L)

SoIREUN. Olo f e ety %’% FQI0] gle =
= JEOIREUT. 85MI9 22 458 109 §EE
Ot M0 SUXA HEH fME Of

Ot F=0120| 22 o2& MX|9) OtYXES ZOH 1

—
HULL =90 8AF ZUS FO HEROIYH o] MAX
% T IR

aC
>
oy
e
o
fr
g
W2 e
oo
[J X o @
Pl i
5 <
ue E oA
o o
K1 o

O oY M
o o M

o
>
lo

g
¢

=)

SAh= QoA Eo B ey et Y. 22E M0 IHEE Oles @
W2 |Xlot= Ae &Kl Fe LY 2
NSOl FHOZ & Mgl &2 o7IX|

=

A
YO AIZH0| SE H SHIE ffet AC 2 U= IHE0IE 3R Rde $F 2 gUth
L= g Ct

fele o 2&2=2 B39 oS AL, Nak 2 2e It JEY. of 29

ORXISEA & 1 @& OS82 |62 £ efuTt

LQ) 71 A BiLt, 2210 HOEHS SOt AT O] D|oE B2 S YK YT 20138
T3l FHS ORI B4,



48 162 +=20¢Y
My Confession

— Gratitude and Forgiveness Grace Kim (7th grade)

“When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are
forgiven.”” (Mark 2:5)

| believe that over the last few months of participating in Discipleship
Training, | have learned a lot about Christianity and grew as a Christian. At
first, | honestly didn’t know too much about the basic beliefs and traits of
Christianity. But now that | was able to take a deeper dive, | have shaped a little
bit of understanding. | believe that Jesus is the Son of God who was crucified
and raised from the dead for the salvation of us. However, we must trust in
Him alone for our salvation. | learned that Jesus is both 100% man and 100%
God. One of the things that Pastor Euntaek taught me throughout Discipleship
Training that really stood out to me is gratitude. Offerings are a form of our
gratitude to God and it shapes our lives. | learned that we should give thanks
to God in all circumstances, no matter how great or how bad of a situation we
are in, we should always make time for Him, to thank Him and pray to Him. |
remember when Pastor Euntaek said “God gives us greater things to those who
are grateful” it really stuck with me. It urged me to try and show more gratuity
in my life to those around me and to God.

Another big point | learned during Discipleship Training was that God’s
love is unconditional and He loves everyone. This was well represented while
reading the gospel of Mark specifically. In Mark 2:5, Jesus heals a paralytic
because of its friend’s faith. This chapter truly epitomized that God could hear
our prayers for other people who may not be faithful. This gave me hope to
pray for my friends who aren’t faithful because God'’s love goes on forever to
everyone. Discipleship Training has really opened my eyes to the fact that |
will always be protected by God’s love and he will always have a path for me.
I will try to always turn to Him in my troubles and pray to Him for things that |
struggle with.

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for your forgiveness and unconditional love. In

Jesus name, we pray. Amen.
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All things work together

for His greater purpose ,
Deacon Joseph Kim

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for

those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:26-28)

When | was a child, | was always afraid of doing the wrong thing. | was
afraid of judgment from my parents, teachers, and peers, to a debilitating point
- where | would avoid speaking altogether unless | had absolute confidence or
conviction in what | wanted to share. This carried over to all my interactions,
including sharing and participating in church settings. As a child, this meant
that | was hesitant to share my experiences, and even in adulthood it manifests
as self-doubt for whether my understanding of God is sufficient to teach others

or make recommendations as a member of the church.

Verses like Romans 8:26-28 have guided me to lower my walls and
take courage in acting on behalf of God as long as my heart is in the right place.
This reading in combination with my own personal experiences has led me to
believe that despite our inadequacies as Christians and human beings, Jesus
died for us so that the Spirit may intercede in places where we may be lacking.
While we may be flawed in how we attempt to enact God’s will, He is able to
search our hearts and instead use our well-intended actions, whether good or

bad, in their entirety for His prevailing purpose.

I've found over time that there is no singular understanding; there’s
no one person who has it all figured out and speaks on behalf of Jesus word
for word. We as flawed human beings can only expend our earnest effort in

learning who He is and devoting our time to meditation, prayer, and service
52 | Page

to best uncover God’s will. Despite this effort, there are often rifts within the
church and even amongst Christians as a whole about how to navigate certain
situations and conflicts. For a long time, this bothered me that there seem to be
questions that fundamentally cannot be answered straightforwardly by even
Christians who have devoted their lives to studying the Bible. If even these
scholars cannot seem to agree on a singular answer, how can | not help but
question the Bible’s authority as the word of God? Dr. Tim Mackie of the Bible
Project eloguently explained that this in fact may not be a deficiency but rather
may be by design: “[...] maybe the function of the Bible isn’t to give us clarity.
But it’s trying to create a venue within which we go to wrestle with God with our
deepest questions. And what we discover is not a systematic answer; what we
discover is a portrait of God’s character that emerges throughout the story that

we are to take with us as we go into the complexities of reality”.

Dr. Tim Mackie’s assertion in turn guides me to believe that being a
part of church too is not necessarily about having all members in complete
concordance with one another. We may have our individual differences in
interpretation and differences in priorities as Christians, and that in itself is
okay - in fact, it gives us the opportunity to wrestle with our assumptions and
ideologies and prompts us to challenge and strengthen our understanding of
God, given that we can understand where each of us comes from and have
respect for one another. This may mean that we cannot 100% agree every time
about how to best serve God, but more importantly this disagreement should
guide us towards discussion for how we can best do so. And ultimately, while
our resulting actions may not be perfect in and of themselves, we may have
faith that the Spirit will intercede on our behalf as people who love God and

incorporate it all into His greater purpose.

Prayer: Dear God, we humble ourselves before you and bend our ears
in listening for your purpose. May you cultivate us to be able to bear your
wonderful fruit. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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